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Info before we really start…

Joint Call Web Page
https://www.submission-susfood-era.net/sf2-fosc-jointcall

 State your name, country and institution 
(click on the three dots next to your name for changes)
 All participants are muted
 Q & A after the presentation – put questions via chat

 Slides will be available on Joint Call web page
 Q&A will be collected and made available
 Webinar will be recorded for internal use only

Denise Gider
Denise.gider@ble.de
+49(0) 228 6845 3734

Lucie Link Andeltová
Lucie.link-andeltova@ble.de 
+49(0) 228 6845 3907

Frank Hensgen
F.hensgen@fz-juelich.de
+49(0) 2461 3403345
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Info before we really start…

A must read!
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Webinar Outline

I. Joint Call Timeline 
II. Introduction to the Joint Call  
III. Important conditions and requirements    

(eligibility, participating countries and proposal outline)

IV. How to submit a proposal via the submission tool 
V. Evaluation of proposals 
VI. Webinar “Food Systems” 
VII. Q & A
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I. Joint Call Timeline

Call Opening
17 May 2021 

Full-proposal 
Submission
16 Aug 2021

Peer-review 
Evaluation

Feedback on 
Funding decision
Begin of Dec 2021

STEP 1

Contract 
negotiations

Dec 2021 onwards

Project start
Dec 2021 – April 2022
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I. Joint Call Timeline
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Webinar Outline

I. Joint Call Timeline
II. Introduction to the Joint Call
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II. Introduction to the Joint Call
Two ERA-NETs: SUSFOOD2 & FOSC

The two networks launched a Joint Call for transnational research proposals 
based on the funds from participating countries in both networks and 

additional international partners. 

ERA-NET Cofund SUSFOOD2

SUStainable FOOD production and consumption

The scope of SUSFOOD covers the entire food supply 
chain, with the main focus on food chain 

sustainability beyond the farm gate.
It covers processing, packaging, transport, retailing, 

food services, storage, and consumer activities.

26 partners from 15 European countries plus 
associated countries.

ERA-NET Cofund FOSC

Food Systems and Climate

The main challenge/aim of FOSC is to contribute to 
the achievement of food and nutrition security 
within the context of sustainable food systems, 

considering the three dimensions of sustainability 
(social, environmental, and economic).

27 partners from Europe, Africa, and Latin America. 
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• Food supply to an increasing population

• Depletion of natural resources, biodiversity loss & 
environmental impacts - climate change, deforestation and 
land degradation

• Food loss and waste 

• System shocks

II. Introduction to the Joint Call
Thematic background

The need to increase the sustainability 
and resilience of our food systems
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Sustainability of food systems is defined as a food system that:

• Supports food security, 
• Makes optimal use of natural and human resources, and respects 

biodiversity and ecosystems for present and future generations, 
• Which is culturally acceptable and accessible, environmentally sound 

and economically fair and viable, and 
• Provides the consumer with nutritionally adequate, safe, healthy and 

affordable food.

Resilience is defined as the ability to:

• Better resist stresses and shocks and the capacity of this entity to 
bounce back rapidly from the impact. 

• It entails the capability to cope with a shock, when it occurs, but also to 
be prepared to adapt better to a new situation.

II. Introduction to the Joint Call
Definitions
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• Strengthening research and development on innovative solutions for 
resilient, climate-smart and sustainable food systems, with a focus on 
approaches to improve resource efficiency and enhance the capability of 
food systems to withstand severe physical and economic shocks.

• Attaining a transition from current linear food production systems, which 
are vulnerable to system shocks, to resilient circular systems that 
encompass efficiency, side-stream valorisation and avoidance of food loss 
and waste and consider interdependencies.

• A progress in the organisation and management of food systems and 
novel technologies key to support the food systems transformation.

II. Introduction to the Joint Call
Scope of the Call
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II. Introduction to the Joint Call
Call Topics

TOPIC 1
Innovations to improve 

food systems sustainability, 
with a focus on increasing

resource efficiency and 
reducing waste

TOPIC 2

Food systems adaptation and 
resilience to system shocks

Please check the detailed topic description, national budgets and 
funding modalities for the different topics!
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II. Introduction to the Joint Call
Cross-cutting themes

Multi-actor approach

Different actors &
stakeholders 

Systems approach

Interconnections, 
synergies & trade-offs 

Multi-disciplinary 
approach

Various viewpoints & 
research disciplines

Please consider the cross-cutting issues as well as good geographical 
coverage regarding the consortium composition and/or the content of 

a project proposal in order to strengthen the impact.
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Webinar Outline

I. Joint Call Timeline
II. Introduction to the Joint Call
III. Important conditions and requirements     

(eligibility, participating countries and proposal outline)
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III. Conditions and requirements
Eligibility

Call Opening
17 May 2021 

Full-proposal 
Submission
16 Aug 2021

Peer-review 
Evaluation

Feedback on 
Funding decision
Begin of Dec 2021

STEP 1

Eligibility check
 general
 national
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III. Conditions and requirements
General Eligibility

• The application must be in English

• Min. of three eligible independent 
legal entities from a min. of three 
different partner countries (with 
funding in a specific topic)

• Applicants from non-participating 
countries or non-eligible applicants 
can participate on their own costs

• Max. duration of a project: 36 months

• Max. requested total funding: 
1.5 M€ per proposal 

• Total eligible budget per 
country/region must not exceed 70 % 
of the total eligible project budget
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III. Conditions and requirements
National Eligibility

National eligibility criteria as described in the National Regulations:

• What topic(s) can be funded
• What budget per project
• Who can apply for funding (research institutions, SMEs…) 
• Whether a submission of a national application is requested
• Additional national regulations

Consult your National Contact Point in case of uncertainties!

In case one partner of a project consortium is not eligible, the Call 
Board will reject the entire proposal.
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III. Conditions and requirements
Call Budget (in 1,000 EUR)
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III. Conditions and requirements
Call Budget continued (in 1,000 EUR)
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III. Conditions and requirements
Proposal Outline

• Project & Partner information

• Project budget 

• Background and state-of-the-art

• Description of work – Relevance, Research approach, Impact

• Plans for Communication, Dissemination and Exploitation and Data 
Management

• Indication on ethical issues 

All information must be entered to the 
submission tool.

20



SUSFOOD2 – FOSC– WEBINAR for applicants, 2 June 2021

III. Conditions and requirements
Project monitoring, meetings and reporting

• Partners from each funded project are expected to organise regular project 
meetings.

• Additionally, all coordinators should plan three mandatory joint network 
meetings (kick-off-, mid-term- and final meeting) in their project plan.

• Coordinators will be required to submit a mid-term and a final report to the 
funders about the results of their transnational project (in addition to 
reporting required by the national funding bodies).

The costs for
the meetings should be included in the 

project budgets.
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Webinar Outline

I. Joint Call Timeline
II. Introduction to the Joint Call
III. Important conditions and requirements

(eligibility, participating countries and proposal outline)

IV. How to submit a proposal via the submission tool

22



SUSFOOD2 – FOSC– WEBINAR for applicants, 2 June 2021

IV. How to submit a proposal
https://www.submission-susfood-era.net/sf2-fosc-jointcall

23



SUSFOOD2 – FOSC– WEBINAR for applicants, 2 June 2021

IV. Partner Search

24



SUSFOOD2 – FOSC– WEBINAR for applicants, 2 June 2021

Partner search
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Partner search

26



SUSFOOD2 – FOSC– WEBINAR for applicants, 2 June 2021

Online submission tool
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Online submission tool
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Coordinator registration
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Submission platform: coordinator view
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Submission 
platform: 

coordinator view
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Submission platform: coordinator view
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Submission platform: partner view
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Submission 
platform: 

coordinator view
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Submission 
platform: 

coordinator view
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Relevance of the research proposal:
– Project objectives and main hypothesis
– Relevance of the proposal to the Call + topic scope

Research approach:
– General approach and methodology
– Brief description of the work plan (including provisional project structure, 

work packages, collaboration among partners and complementarity of 
partners and disciplines to reach the project objectives)

Impact: 
– Expected impact (considering cross-cutting issues: multi-actor/ multi-

disciplinary and systems approach)
– Innovation potential (ambition and novelty in relation to the state of the 

art)
– Added value of the transnational collaboration and geographical relevance

Submission platform
Description of work
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Description of work
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Submission 
platform: 

coordinator view
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Workpackages 1
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Work packages 4
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Work packages 5
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Submission 
platform: 

coordinator view
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Finances
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Finance comments
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Ethical Compliance
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Communication, 
Dissemination and Exploitation 

Plan
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Datamanagement Plan
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Literature References and 
Letter of Commitment

• Literature References: Can be given, up to 10, uploaded in a text 
field

• Associated Partners: Partners may participate in a project at 
their own expense (in-kind), if their contribution is important to 
achieve the project goals. Thereby associated partners can also 
come from countries not participating in the call or who would 
be ineligible for national/regional funding from the agencies 
participating in this call.
Please upload for each of these associated partners a letter of 
commitment. Compile all the required documents into one pdf 
(allowed file size: 5 MB, PDF file format).
For your convenience a LoC-template is provided (use of 
template is not mandatory).
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Figures

• You have the opportunity to upload up to 5 images. To insert them, you enter the place marker 
"[[figureX]]" into your text (where the image should appear). By replacing the X with the number 
of the image you create the link to the image.

For example [[figure2]] for the 2nd image.

Max file size: 600px x 600px, 2MByte
Allowed formats are jpg, png or gif

Example:
Description of work:
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt
ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo 
dolores et ea rebum. [[figure1]] Stet clita kasd gubergren, (figure 1) no sea takimata sanctus est
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam
nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At 
vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata
sanctus est Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet.

The term [[figure1]] tells the system to place the file uploaded in slot 1 of the figure menu 
exactly there. The term (figure 1) is no command and does nothing but just refer the reader to 
the first figure.
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Factsheet
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Validation
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Submission
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Webinar Outline

I. Joint Call Timeline
II. Introduction to the Joint Call
III. Important conditions and requirements

(eligibility, participating countries and proposal outline)

IV. How to submit a proposal via the submission tool
V. Evaluation of proposals
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V. Evaluation of proposals

Call Opening
17 May 2021 

Proposal 
Submission

16 August 2021

Peer-review 
Evaluation

Feedback 
to applicants

December 2021

STEP 1
3 experts/ 
proposal

Evaluation criteria (equally weighted)
 Excellence
 Relevance and potential Impact
 Quality and efficiency of the implementation
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V. Evaluation of proposals

Evaluation criteria
 Excellence: scientific quality of objectives; ambition in relation to the call scope and topic; 

innovative progress beyond the state-of-the-art. 
 Relevance and potential Impact: coherence and pertinence of the objectives; contribution to 

the scope; potential to reach expected impact and innovations, embracing of cross-cutting 
issues, added value of transnational cooperation and geographical coverage; communication 
and dissemination to stakeholders; extent to which the outputs of the project will be relevant 
for, or contribute to, impacts on: Economic aspects, Environmental aspects, and Societal 
aspects.

 Quality and efficiency of the implementation: appropriateness and soundness of the 
research approach and methodology; quality, feasibility and effectiveness of the work plan; 
complementarity/competences/diversity of partners and disciplines; adequacy of the budget 
and balance between partners in terms of activities; appropriateness of the management 
structures and procedures including risk management; capacity building activities; soundness 
of the Communication, Dissemination and Exploitation Plan and valorisation and exploitation 
of the results; Data Management Plan; Ethics assessment. 
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VI. Webinar Food Systems 

Food system
“Food systems comprise food production activities, processing and packaging, 
distribution and retail, as well as consumption. At the same time the diversity of 
food systems (local, high-tech, traditional, etc.) raise the need to find the right 
approach to increase their sustainability and resilience. Various factors, like 
environmental and socio-economic drivers, influence the systems and therefore, 
different approaches can affect the resilience and sustainability of such a 
complex network”

A Webinar will be offered in order to further explain our definition of “Food 
System”  and explain how proposals could integrate system thinking in their 
proposal outline!

The Webinar will be announced at the homepages of SUSFOOD2 and FOSC 
and also here: 

https://www.submission-susfood-era.net/sf2-fosc-jointcall

Please have a look at those pages regularly, the Webinar will most likely be 
carried out in June!
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Put your Questions in the chat please!
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